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New era for APG;   

Russ Mitchinson takes over from Sudeep Gohil as APG Chairman 
 
 
APG Australia has nominated DDB Sydney’s Russ Mitchinson as APG Chairman, taking 
over from outgoing Chairman Sudeep Gohil, CEO of Droga5. Justin Graham, Chief 
Strategy Officer of Droga 5 will become APG’s Vice-Chairman. 
 
Russ Mitchinson has been on the Account Planning Group committee for over six years 
and has been a passionate advocate of the APG challenging the status quo within both 
the planning community and the broader industry, 
 
Russ will be focusing on driving a new vision and direction for the APG through continual 
idea leadership, constant innovation and the power of provocation.  He says: 
 
“I have a strong belief in our community of strategists; they can be siloed in their everyday 
work, so the diversity and vitality of the APG is critical for us gaining a new perspective. 
This will ensure we create bigger, better, more innovative and ultimately more 
unexpected thinking. 
 
“I very much look forward to building on the strong platform created by Sudeep Gohil over 
the past few years. We’ll miss Sudeep’s focus, commitment and global reach, however 
I’m delighted to be ably assisted by Justin Graham, Chief Strategy Officer of Droga 5 as 
my Vice-Chairman.  
 
“Justin’s passion for championing the role creative thinking can have on business issues 
is a key asset for the APG, as the group continues to gain traction in the wider business 
community.” 
 
Sudeep has been an integral part of the APG committee since he joined in 2007 and has 
been known for his leadership and passion in fulfilling the objectives of the group.  
 
Margaret Zabel, CEO of the Communications Council recognised the achievements of the 
APG under Sudeep, including a record breaking year for the APG awards, which saw the 
introduction of the Strategic Agency of the Year, the evolvement of the Battle of Big 
Thinking within the yearly Circus festival, the driving of the APG event program of Ideas 
Exchanges and the introduction of the Cannes evening.  
 
“Sudeep’s contribution is always relevant, valuable and original. Both in his role as 
Chairman of the APG and as a board member of the Communications Council, his 
willingness to give back to our organisation and the industry is exceptional. We can’t 
really thank him enough.” 
 
Sudeep will continue in his role as Director on the Board of the Communications Council.  
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Russ and Justin will be supported by the APG Committee. 
 
 
About Russ Mitchinson - Chairman 
Russ Mitchinson is a multi award-winning and incisive strategic planner with a passion for 
transformative ideas. He has over 16 years experience both in the UK and Australia, 
including WCRS London, Clemenger Sydney, and is currently the Planning Partner at 
DDB Sydney. Russ has worked on global brands and international campaigns including 
McDonald’s; Tourism Australia; Vodafone; Orange; Unilever; Mitsubishi; Ferrero; and 
Visa. 
 
As a career highlight, Russ would credit being the strategic architect of the McDonald’s 
“Moments” campaign which was held as best-in-class by McDonald’s Global. The 
campaign subsequently ran throughout Asia, New Zealand, South Africa and 
Scandinavia.  Russ’ awards include APG Creative Planning for “Macca’s Moments” and 
Continental’s “Family Mealtimes Matter”, both Gold and Silver Effie awards for 
McDonald’s Angus Burger “Little bit fancy” campaign, along with Effies for McDonald’s 
“Premiumisation” and Tip Top brand campaigns. He has lectured at AdSchool and in 
2009 Russ was one of Ad News’ Top 40 under 40. 
 
About Justin Graham - Vice-Chairman 
Justin has held senior planning positions at Leo Burnett, BBDO NY and now Droga5 
where he holds the position of Chief Strategy Officer. He has been awarded Gold Effies, 
Gold Creative Planning Awards and was recognised in the Adnews 40 under 40 in 2010. 
 
 
Follow APG on www.facebook.com/apgaustralia or Twitter @APGaustralia   
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